
  

The Newsletter of 
The SLO Skiers, Inc. 

A Ski, Sport and Social Club 

August 2014 

www.sloskiers.org 
Annual dues $40/person 

 

SLO Skiers 
P.O.Box  1047 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

San Luis Obispo Elks Lodge 
222 Elks Lane 

Meetings are held first Wednesday of the month 
Social– 6:30PM    General Meeting– 7:30PM 
Board Meeting– 5:30PM 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AUGUST MEMBERS 

The best conversation, weather and food  ever. MORRO BAY PICNIC 

BEER DOWN—YAHOO! 
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SLO Skiers Calendar of Events 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   August 1 thru 3 Camp and Bike  (See Flyer page 10) 

        Where: Monterey County Fairgrounds 

   August 6 SLO General Meeting at SLO Elks Lodge at 7:30 PM 

   August 8 First Friday Bike Ride 

       Where: Bob Jones Trail at 10:00 AM 

  August 13 SLP Picnic in Templeton Park (See Flyer page 10) 

  September 3 SLO General Meeting 

       Where: SLO Elks Lodge at 7:30 PM 

   September 5 thru 16 Far West South Africa Trip (See Flyer May Newsletter) 

  September 6, 2014 SLO Skiers Annual Auction 

   Where: Clubhouse of the Vines Resort, 88 Wellsona Rd, Paso Robles, CA 

   September 20 First Friday Bike Ride  

       Where: Bob Jones Trail at 10:00 AM 

   September 26 thru 28 Nevada County Celtic Festival (See Flyer page 8) 

   October 1 SLO General Meeting 

       Where: SLO Elks Lodge at 7:30 PM 

   October 3 First Friday Bike Ride 

   October 11 thru 18 Cozomel Scuba Trip (See Flyer May Newsletter) 

   November 22, 2014 SLO Skiers “Pray for Snow” Dinner / Dance 

      Where: San Luis Obispo Country Club 

  December 13, 2014 SLO Skiers Annual Christmas Party 

   Where: Clubhouse of the Vines Resort, 88 Wellsona Rd, Paso Robles, CA 

   February 14 thru 21 Bachelor Ski Trip (See Details in June Newsletter) 

   March 21 thru 28 Big White Ski Trip (See Flyer pages 6&7) 

   March 30 thru April 4 Whitefish, Montana Ski Trip (See Flyer page 8) 
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Member in the Spotlight...Ralph Gibson 

Ralph was named the SLO Skier of the Month for the Month of July in recognition of the many hours he puts 

into making our newsletter informative and appealing. Newsletter directors aren't all that visible in what they 

do, so we kind of forget just how much they contribute to our club. Ralph has done an admirable job in his 

new position and is certainly worthy of a little recognition. 

While he may be new to SLO Skiers, Ralph is not new to skiing. He has been skiing since 1974. Ralph and his 

wife, Caroline, joined the club three years ago, looking forward to having someone else do the planning and 

organizing of their ski trips on the west coast. They immediately took advantage of the last Mt. Bachelor trip, 

and they have been skiing with SLO Skiers ever since. In addition to skiing, Ralph enjoys hunting, fishing, 

reading and doing puzzles. 

Trips back to the east coast are very important, as he has two daughters and two grandchildren to visit. One 

daughter is an attorney and the other is a teacher. 

Ralph is a US Army veteran, a retired mechanical engineer, and has a Bachelor's Degree in German. How does 

a Bachelor's Degree in German translate to being a mechanical engineer? You will have to ask Ralph about 

that one. 

Greetings from your newsletter editor from the Island of Skopelos in Greece. This months newsletter has 
been compiled entirely in Greece. I wasn’t sure how reliable the wi-fi would be here, but it looks like 
everything is working out okay. I have included several pictures taken here on the island. The picture to the 
left is of Saint John Church and Castle on the island. This was used in the filming of “Mama Mia”. The 
picture to the right is the town of  Skopelos on the island of  Skopelos. This picture was taken from a 
sightseeing boat as we left the harbor to start a tour. I will not be at the next meeting but hope to be at the 
August Picnic in Templeton Park. See you there! 

Fran presents Ralph 
with a fleece pullover 
for Skier of the Month. 

Skopelos 
Greece 
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PHILANTHROPY REPORT FOR AUGUST 2014 
Thank you for your feedback about what global and community service 
projects you would like to be involved in this next year.  Here are the 
ones which appear to have the most interest. 
AmpSurf: 
Assist amputee veterans learn to surf in Pismo Beach!  Save the dates 
of September 5-8 as that will be our next opportunity to volunteer. Join 
AmpSurf as a participant, volunteer or spectator.  AmpSurf is sharing the 
healing power of the ocean and adaptive surfing with people who have disabilities. They want to 
focus on veterans’ abilities, not their disabilities. It is AmpSurf’s desire to help disabled veterans do 
that through adaptive surfing and other activities.  Call Vicki Richardson, AmpSurf office manager, at 
773-0302 to sign up in advance.  For more information and the volunteer application form 
see www.ampsurf.org. 
Imagine No Malaria: 
Let’s help stamp out malaria by each member contributing just $10, which will buy one mosquito net 
and save lives. 
Continue Relief Efforts in Dumarao Philippines: 
Our contributions thus far have gone a long way to feeding the villagers of Dumarao and rebuilding their 
homes, chapel and pre-school since the super typhoon Haiyan in November 2013. So much more needs 
to be done, far beyond donations collected thus far. If members would like to continue donating, through 
me, I will ensure that every dollar goes to direct aid (food, replanting, and rebuilding projects) in 
Dumarao and that I will continue to provide you with news updates as I receive them. 
Diapers for the Food Bank: 
Each year members have been asked to bring disposable diapers and/or baby wipes to the end-of-the-
year Club party, except for this last party. For a variety of reasons notice was not sent out asking you to 
do so again. Thankfully, a few members did make this traditional contribution at the party. For those of 
you who attended the party and did not make a donation for the Food Bank, please bring your diaper 
contribution to the August and September meetings.  You are welcome to contribute even if you did not 
attend the party. Mothers in need of supplies for their babies will be most grateful. 
Hotel Toiletry Samples for the Homeless Shelter: 
Please remember to save those little bottles of hotel toiletries when you travel. I personally put all 
unused bottles in my suitcase each morning so that the hotel staff will replenish them.  It is easy to do, 
free, and most appreciated by the residents of the Homeless Shelter.  Bring the toiletries to the monthly 
meetings and drop them in the box provided or contact me at 550-5010 to drop them by my home. 
Parkinson’s Research: 
Let’s continue to support the Follies by attending this annual Parkinson’s fundraiser event of music and 
dance and watch our own member Roberta Guidry perform. Save the dates of October 4,5,9,10,11 & 12 
as possible dates that we will arrange a group to attend the next Follies. This project needs one 
volunteer to coordinate our ticket purchase. 
Food Donations for Hungry Families at Thanksgiving: 
Please bring donations of non-perishable food for the Food Bank to the October and November meetings 
or call me at 550-5010 to drop food off at my home. 
Toys for Tots and Support of Hospitalized Veterans: 
We will join with the SLO Elks Lodge’s Christmas drive again this year in December. More details will be 
announced later. 
More Charities? 
If there are any other favorite charities that you would like the Club to support, please contact me to 
present your idea to the Board. Thank you for your generosity and continued support. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathleen O’Neill 
Koneill555@gmail.com 
805-550-5010 
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TEMPLETON PARK FOR MUSIC & FUN 
 

Live band playing from 6-8PM 
Wed. August 13th 

Time: 5PM – 8:30pm 
 

Location for SLO Club Members and Guests near corner 
of 6th and Crocker Streets 

 
Please bring a HEARTY DISH TO SHARE, your chairs, blanket, ?jacket? & B Y O B or your favorite beverage 
Club will provide plates, utensils etc. (Sorry there is no barbeque available for us to use, so we are roughing it!!) 

 
For additional info, please contact dianemandala@charter.net or 805 720-1555 

What a fantastic day it was! The "annual" beach bike ride from Los Osos to Cayucos had a great bunch of bikers. From 
the 9:50am meet time until 10:30 folks kept arriving until we ended up with 19 SLO Skiers riding and we had a sag wagon 
to boot! Bruce Minard from the SB club had to bail after encountering knee pain but almost everyone finished the 23 miles 
with flying colors. Robin shortened the ride by 1 mile. She saw that last hill coming into Los Osos and made good use of 
the sag wagon for the last mile.  Thanks go to Preston and Bruce for "sagging" the ride for us.      The weather couldn't have 
been better with clear sunny skies and hardly a breeze all the way. And no breakdowns, flat tires or injuries! The most unique bike on 
the ride was Peter and Helen's custom built tandem with Helen sitting out front over the front wheel. Peter controlled the steering and 
brakes but I hear Helen gave him some specific suggestions.      The fun continued at Slyvesters Burgers and more in Los Osos for 
lunch with Spence keeping everyone's beer mug full. Thank you Spence! They were busy but the food was worth the wait. To top 
things off, a birthday cake suddenly appeared in honor of John Long's birthday, candles included, celebrating 66 years! I think a sliver 
of cake was left with everyone finding room for the sweet treat. Thank you Lauren for supplying the wonderful cake! Hopefully we 
didn't pack on all the calories we burned off on the ride!      The beach ride has always been a favorite for the SLO Skiers, with mellow 
climbs, paved trails, and cool weather along the coast but this group broke the record for participants. From the "not so dedicated 
cruiser" to the seasoned distance biker, we had a broad spectrum of abilities but no one was left in the dust. We re-grouped often, 
keeping an eye out for all. Maybe next time we'll even have a detailed map of the route. What a novel idea! John Long  
cell 805-712-5780  -  home / fax 805-238-1375 

Being happy doesn't mean everything's perfect. It means you've decided to see beyond life's imperfections. 

Fun in Santa Barbara  
 
Santa Barbara Ski Club has invited members of SLO Skiers to join them for some of their fun summer events. Take a 
look at what they have to offer, and join them if you like what you see. 
 
Tennis Tournament 
Sunday August 10 at 1:00pm Greg Loshak will begin his 63rd annual tennis tournament. For the paltry sum of $15 you 
will not only be allowed into the prestigious Tennis Club of Santa Barbara, you will be allowed to play! Greg has set up 
a wonderful round robin tournament that is both fun and competitive. If you are a tennis player, you must sign up for a 
spot in this tournament, and a chance to have your name engraved on the silver chalice as club champion for all to see. 
To sign up call Greg at 455-9282.  
  
Circle Bar B Dinner Theater 
If you haven’t been to one of these, all I can say is “what are you waiting for, an invitation?” Well here it is. August 
22nd we will meet at 6:00pm at the Circle Bar B for drinks, followed  by a fabulous dinner of tri tip, chicken, potatoes, 
salad, and cake. Then we will all file into the funky playhouse(formerly a barn) for a fun play. The play on this particular 
evening is “Enchanted April”. To sign up you must call Suzy Couch at 967-1962 with your credit card. Be sure to tell her 
you are with the ski club. This is a definitely don’t miss event! 

mailto:dianemandala@charter.net
tel:805-712-5780
tel:805-238-1375
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SLO Skiers  

Board of Directors & Officers 

2014—2015 

 

President  -  Fran Long -  president@sloskiers.org 

Vice President  -  Thom Page -  vicepresident@sloskiers.org 

Treasurer  -  Sharon Page -  treasurer@sloskiers.org 

Secretary  -  Teresa Rice -  secretary@sloskier.org 

Finance  -  Kenny Waage -  finance@sloskiers.org 

Membership  -  Peter Jacobsen -  membership@sloskiers.org 

Newsletter  -  Ralph Gibson -  newsletter@sloskiers.org 

Activities  -  Committee  -  activities@sloskiers.org 

Philanthropy  - Kathleen O’Neill - philanthropy@sloskiers.org 

Photographer  -  Helen Jacobsen -  photo@sloskiers.org 

Publicity  -  Pete Sarafian  -  publicity@sloskiers.org 

Snowmail  -  Fran Long  -  snowmail@sloskiers.org 

Ways & Means  -  Barbara Collins & Diane Mandala -     

                  ways@sloskiers.org 

Webmaster  -  Jana Favalora  -  webmaster@sloskiers.org 

Weekend Ski Trips - Fran Long - weekendtrips@sloskiers.org 

Weeklong Ski Trips—Lauren Nagle—trips@sloskiers.org 


